By DEVLIN BARRETT

World heavyweight box:
ing champ Lennox Lewis
might have lost his legal
bout with Don King by not
showing up to testify, a
federal judge hinted yes-
terday. .

Manhattan federal Judge
Lewis Kaplan chided
Lewis" lawyers several

times in the final round in -

court over the British box-
er'’s broken agreement to
fight a World Boxing Asso-
ciation contender after de-
feating Evander Holyfield
last.year. . ;...

- Léwis,says he shoild not
have to fight the confender

“because the ' WBA has
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given him permission to
duke it out with someone
else, while King’s lawyers
argue he's broken the deal
and must forfeit the WBA
crown., ,

Lewis is suing to keep
the title and remain the
undisputed world cham-
pion.

After the three-day irial,
Kaplan showed little pa-
tience for Lewis’ lawyers

" in court yesterday.

“The inference to .be
drawn from the fact that
you didn’t call Mr. Lewis”
to the stand suggested

' Lewis, advisers had coaxed
him. into. breaking. the

deal, the judge said.
Kaplan also accused the
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how may cost cr

champ of using the courts

-as a ruse to try to hold

onto the belt — and the
extra money it could mean
for future title fights — for
as long as possible. .

“The litigation was a
stall,” said Kaplan — a
charge Lewis lavwyer Scott
Gelfand vehemently de-
nied. B _

Lewis is .scheduled . to
fight Michael Grant in
Madison Square Garden
on April 29. If the judge
rules against him, that

fight will be for only two of
the three heavyweight
belts. . - :

 “Lennox Lewis wantsito

go into that fight with the .
titles not divided among -

frontier,”

minor pretenders,” said
Patrick English, one of
Lewis’ lawyers.

After listening to the ar-
guments, King strode out
of court yesterday beaming
and praising the court sys-
tem. o

“] just think this is a

_great country,” King said

when asked about his ex-
pectations for the verdict. .
“You got to be able to
work for America fo eradi-
cate its injustice,” said the
bombastic boxing boss. . - -
“As Kennedy would say,
were standing on a rew
he . said:
“Whether: they rule pesi-
tive or negative, it’s still a
victory for this countzy.”



